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- AWOL #2

vouth for peace and revolution

young adults..teenagers..
Y rEYEN
UNITE

if you are tired of being
hassled by military recruiters



Raftrs

Hi. Welcome 1o ancther rivering issue of AWOL. Let me introduce vou o the
organization thar is sponsaring this project and briefly explain how we frame our struggle.
CCCO stands For the Cenreal Commirres for Consciencious Objectors, We work wich
prassroots peace aceivists, conscientious objecrars, milicary resisters, and military personnel

fighting for their righes. We suppore individual and collective resistance to war

When the organization began in 1948, the rerm conseientious objector—referring to
someone who refuses to fight in a war based on their beliefs—was all roo pertinent.
However, as a result of the draft officially ending in 1975, many peaple began ta feel thae
the term €O was outdared and support for the movement waned. While there iz an
ongoing dialogue abour whether to change CCCO's name simply because it's a mouthful
{say "CCCO sells scashells by the seashore” and you can only begin o know the feeling of
answering the phone a zillion times a dayf), we defend our present use of the erm “CO” by
a simple broadening of the definition — a reality check, if you will.

The military knows that if you can drafe minds you can draft bodies. And that’s exactly
what's poing down. This death culture provides the blood money for a massive military
propaganda campaign that hombards us daily since birth, telling us that signing up shows
that we care abour our counery, that the military is glamorous, and funthenmare, thar the
milicary is @ ticker vo education and maney. True chaice is not possible because differing
viewpoints and the option of dissent are not provided. (Though peace is in the intetests of
mast of the people of the warld, we don't hear much about it because it is not profirable for
the upper class and the transnarionals that live off our exploitation.) 3o in the spiric of real
democracy; this zine was created o allow alternative voices o be heard, to allow the people
that are being targered by the militarg—youth—ta speak for curselves, so that we can
malke better decisions abour our lives and the furure of this plance.

The ultimare goal of this reses on the faith chat we will act in the interests of justice,
Because a Juoser lowk ar the milicary reveals thar it dossn’t even come close o fulfilling out
needs, as it claims to. Active peace, on the other hand, iz a practical philozsophy fulfilling
the basic needs of empowerment and a sense of community. Our ideas do matter and if we
are united and if we keep caring and if we keep strugpling against oppression, our ideas can
have effect. At CCCO we know thar the military’s chreat has never ended. We know that
many of us are conscientiously objecting o militarism in our various actions every day and
that, ropether, we ame slowly building a world based on peace, freedam, and egalitarianism
Whon't you join us?

ACTION = POWER!
Senna Delorey

BS. Please contribure articles for future issues,and send 31 for AWOL#L (facs onby). We
encoufage you to make copies and distribute this far and wide and iFanyane gives you any
hassles ler us know and concace che ACLU (American Givil Liberties Union, 132 W 43rd St..
Blew York, BY 10036) hecause chis zine is pm:t-_'n:d under the fiest amendment of the L5
Constiution and any infringement on your freedom of speech is possible cause for legal acrion.

Resource List

Want to do Something About “IT"?

1. Chack Qut the ACTIMISTS, .. 2, BOOKS to Read

For Youth and Anti-Militarist War by Gwynn Dyer

Organizing Activities and Resources Home Before Morning by Lynda Van
Devanter

Central Committee for
Consclentious Objectors:

Reweaving the Web of Life: Feminism and
Nonviolence edited by Pam McCallister

(BO0INO-IROTC The Power of the People: Active Non-
1515 Cherry 5t. Philadelphia, PA 19102  vijalepnce fn the .5. by Helen
(215)563-8787 Michalowski and Robert Coaney

SCREAM! efo CCCO, 655 Sutter, 3uite 5314, Where Do We Go from Here; Chaos or
San Francisco, CAS4102 Community 7 by Martin Luther King, Ir,
{415)474-2002 A Rumor of War by Philip Caputo
httpaiwww liberty net.org/~coco Choosing Peace by Robert Seeley (avail-
I The Objector able threugh CCCO)

FAWOL (zine by & for youth)

3. FILMS 1o See

Full Metal Jacket, Dead Presidents, Barn
an The Fourth of July, Berkeley in the Six-
ties, The War at Home, Breaker Marant,
Coming Home, Missing, Gandhi, Gallipali,
Apocalypse Now, Hearts & Minds, Saldier
Girfs

NISBCO National Interreligious Ser-
vice Board for Conscientious Objec-
tors: 200 18th 5t. Suite 600, N, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20006 (202)483-2220

I The Reperter

AFSC Youth & Militarism Program:
1501 Cherry 5t., Philidelphia, PA 19102
(2151241-7176

4, Get First Hand EXPERIENCE
WAMM Women Against Military Doyouwanttowaork overseas, volunteer,
Madness: 310 East 38th 5t. Suite 225, be a part of a summer workcamp???
Minneapalis, MM 55409 (612}827- 5364 Contact:

Service Civil International: Route 2, Box

YouthPeace/War Resisters Leauge: 506, Crozet, VA 22932 (804}823-1826
339 Lafayette St. New York, N.Y. 10012 Citizen Actlon: 2000 P 5t. MW, Suite 210,
(212)228-0450 Washington, D.C. 20036 (202)775-0370 or

I Nonviolent Activist check out httpd/ www.nonvielence.org

FOR Fellowship of Reconciliation:
P.O. Box 271, Nyack, NY 10960

(91433584601 Far mere information conkact
i Fallowship Magazine any, or al, of these
onganizations, The only wey o H ,%la
Veterans for Peace: PO, Box 3881, fhahﬂt Ehings s to get e }:fr_ q
Partland, ME 04104  (207)773-1431 invefied, ask guestions, make " 0 ‘?
yaurself heard! There is plenty K
Project Y.A.N.O.: P.C. Box 230157  cfstrength and power within
Encinitas, CA 92023 ({619)753-7518 cur generatian. With good
orpanzatingwe can utilize
Center for Campus Organizing: bath to make pesceful ano
P.O. Box 748, Cambridge, MA 02142 pasitive changes in the warkd! !
(617)354-9363

! = literature available




Drap Our #3- This newspaper is intended
to be a forum for young people to discuss
the ps}rchl:l]agi{ﬂ consequences of compul-
sory schooling, school’s role in society and
the economy, real and potential alternatives
to forced learning (homeschooling, “alterna-
tive” schools, erc.), vouth rights, and paren-
tal control. {Send %1 or $5 for 20 w the
Hindenburg, 1114 215t St., Sacramento, CA
95814)

Skunk #d- Poems, prose, comics, and pic-
rures. Artsy and political! Especially inter-
esting were the pieces on the Manhattan (gar-
den} Projects and the Art of Eviction art show
held ar ABC NoRio, a callectively-run gal-
lery and performance space. (Send §1 ra PO
Box 20524, Tomkins Sq. Sta.. NY, NY
100409)

Slug and Lettuce #43- S&L is a newspa-
per celebrating its 10th anniversary and
hoy-o-girl are we proud of them! This is
chock-full of punk rock classifieds, record
and zine reviews, and various radical col-
umns. (Send a 35 cent stamp 10 Christine
Boarts, PO Box 492, West Chester, PA
19381)

Subway Sisry_ Distro of more than 90 zines,
with descriptions that will make you salivate!
A divine introduction to the wonderful
woarld of zines! (Send a 32 cent stamp to
Witknee, 17337 Tramonto #306, Pacific
Palisades, CA 90272).

Mankind? “Wont You Join the Army Now
S0 You Can Fight..."- Music to use when you
rake over the military base’s speakers, The
song “Find Your Future...” repeats the prom-
ises made by the military—then rtells you
how they're lies. “Deceitful Vows™ is a song
abour the slavery of marriage. (Mankind? PO
Box 3467, 2183, Meriden, CT 06450).

Half Empty “Welcome Home™ (7"vinyl)-
“Welcome Home" is about people wha call
the streets their home, whether through ne-
cessity or desire, and about how they form a
nerwark thar welcomes newcamers with
open arms, Also: evil indusery, animal lib-
eration. Dual vocals freaks rake note. (Mew
Order Records, 445 14¢h St., San Francisco,
CA 94103).

Mausea “Lie Cycle” (7"vinyl) - Mecal! “Righe
to live" is my favorite with lyrics like “Mur-
der for profit, profit for death.” Another song
called “Blood and Circus” had lyrics like,
“Popstars with peace signs selling us war,”
and, “While profirs keep swelling, filling the
banks, the poor and minorities file into
rank." (Graven Image Records, PO Box
2067, Peter Stuy. Stn., NYC 10069).
Witchknot “Suck” (7"vinyl}- Along with the
usual bass, guitar,and drums, this band cre-
ates a whole new sound wich the help of a
cello and a violin. One song, called "Pianist
Envy” is abour a school in Auseralia thar was
set up so gitls could learn how o play in-
seruments and be encouraged ro starr their
own bands. Ancther song, called “Saborage,”
is a legend about the pixies destroying
churches, roads, and machines. (Send £2 to
Witchknot, c/o Flat Earch, ‘Bradford Mu-
sic,” PO Box 169, Bradford, W, Yorks., BD7
118, UK).

Alien Girl- Catalog of neato t-shirts that
come in a variety of styles and have slogans
like “barbie is not my role model.” The idea
here is that we need an aleernarive o all of
the pross sexist t-shires our there, {Send a 32
cent stamp to Marcy, 1215 E. Spring, Box
36, Seartle, WA 98122).

Homeless Records Distro- Homeless i3 not
afraid to mix riot greel with hardcore with
crusty punk with emo with indie music! Tons
of zines and lefrist books as well! (Send a 32
cent stamp o 3719 A Castlernan, 5t. Louis,
MO 63110,

THEV'RE FLASHY. THEV'RE DANGEROUS, THEY'RE TARGETING MILLIONS OF STUDENTS,
THEy'RE COMING To A SCHOOL NEAR TOUT,

1K O S

by Oriana Bolden, SCREAM Co-Convenor, and COCO Staff

They travel in units called Pods. They need
400,000 bodies. They're coming o high
schools to get them,

This is not a horror movie.

This is real.

The U.S. Army Recruiting Command is
deploying a powerful recruiting weapon —
and they're using America’s schoolyards and
classrooms to do it. The Army Cinema Yans
and Pods, the Army Adventure Van, and the
Summer Navy Recruiting Cruise cross the
country with high-tech “educational” shows
that glamarize war.

How do the Body Snatchers Travel?

The invasion can come by:

* Seven Army Cinema Vans, each equipped

with nine slide projectors and three screens,

* Eight Cinema Pods, carrying the recruiters

and slide show directly into classrooms.

* The Army Adventure Van, featuring an M-
1 tank simulator, a Cobra helicopter simu-
lator, and a “Weaponeer” — an M-16 rifle
simulator. The Weaponeer provides each
student with a printout showing exactly
where cach *hit” tore through their deper-
sonalized, but human, target.

These vans stop by shopping malls, stare fairs,

rodeos — wherever young people can be

found. The Mavy's version, the summer Grear

Lakes Recruoiting Cruise, takes recruiters’ best

“prospecrs” on two-haur cruises in real

hartleshipi!

OF course, in addition to the recruiters run-

ning the show, local recruiters are always

present at these events, ready ro take your
name and number and sign you up. “The
vans zero in on our target market, and that's
in high schools,” explained Fred Zinchiak,
Public Affairs Specialist in the Sacramento
Army Recruiting Barralion.

A Learning Experience?

Army slide shows include We she Praple — “217
years of American history from the birth of the
nation through Operation Desert Storm;” Com-
bat Arms — The Tough Choice, with 21 minutes
of artillery and armor (without the carnage of
real combar’); and Path to Profersionalism, a
“guide on the transition from civilian o soldier,”
which glorifies a soldier’s first year without men-
tioning such minar points as hazing, humilia-
tion, and loss of civil rights,

Whae We Can Do
Youth activists around the country have been
involved in stopping the Body Snatchers,
from New York to California!
Find out when the Vans are coming The first
step is to call COCO at 1-800-NO-JROTC, and
ask when it's coming 1o your area. (CCCO can
also put you in touch with orher activists). Then
call the regional Recruiting Command'’s public
affairs office, and find our which schoals are
being visited by the van on which days. This is
public informarion; the military is required 1o
provide it upon request. Protest the school’s
hosting of the Van, and be there the day it shows
up with banners, leaflets and other materials.
* In Santa Rosa, student organizers put provest
lzaflets into all the teachers’ mail boxes, and then
leafleted their peers when the milicary arrived.
* In Spokane, Washington, the students had
leaflets prepared to hand out to their peers upon
its arrival, bur someone was convinced by their
activism, because the van never showed up.
Stage Street theater. In Duluth, Minnesora, ac-
tivists mer the Cruise one year with body bags
and demonstrators. In Milwaukee, 17-year-cld
organizer Anna Fricz made it all happen with
kites when the recruiting ship docked.
SCREAM for Peace. Inspired by the actions pur
wogether by youth around the country, a few of
us decided char there must be an ever-present



youth force within the anti-milicarist move-
ment. We decided to SCREAM for peace.
From Florida o Wisconsin to lowa to Cali-
farnia, students are coming together for
CCCO's Student Committee Resisting Enlist-
ment and Militarism. We need more young
people to stand up against the violence and
status-quo keeping heathens who think they're
entitled to be in charge. They bemer think
again, because SCREAM is headed their way!
Together we will build a national nerwork of
youth activists ready to show them what real
poweris . .. the power of nonviolent action.

We have brochures, flyers, more copies of
AWOL — and even an anti-war comic bool,
all provided by CCCO. Now ir's time for us,
the youth, to provide the voice and derermi-
nation to get the job done! After all, chis is
abour us.

To order material for your school, conrac:
CCCO; for more information about
SCREAM, call 1-800-NO-JROTC and ask for
Oriana.

After all: would you rather be on the other
side of a flyer about conscientious objection
— or of a machine gun?

Where do we go from here?

The solution to the military's degradarion of queers is not easily found, and it will not
come simply with an end to the treachery of DADT. Inherent in the military is an atti-
tude of supremacy and a hatred of diversity that allows it to slaughter millions because of
differences, whether of opinion, sex, or race. Because of this, inclusivity, tolerance, and
understanding will never be military policy: they are contradictory to the fundamental
basis on which the milirary kills, tortures, and maims. But DADT is indicarive of the
way in which the rest of sociery marginalizes queers and denies their worth as human
beings. In working to counter DADT, the value is not that one day queers will be allowed
to serve openly, bur tha in fighting any kind of hatred and discrimination, one is fight-
ing to crack the foundartion on which the military stands.

Debunking the Myth
of the Color-Blind Military

A Dialogue by Ted Florea

When Master Sergeant Jay Cool, an African-American serving at Barksdale Air Force Base
in Louisiana, was asked abour race relations on the base he replied, “A more apropos term
would be *human relations”.” Indeed, if we were to believe the U.S. Armed Forces, we would
conclude that the race of today’s soldier is of no relevance, military racism has been overcome,
and harmony reigns in the (now color-blind) military world. The truth of the marrer, however,
lies far from the rheroric of the military’s self-aggrandizement.

Let’s take a lirtle stroll through the propagandistic misinformarion, and creative fabrications
of the U.S. Armed Forces' mythical racial utopia in an attempt to berrer understand military
“human relations” and the military as a whole. Toward this end, lec’s have a chat with the
equally mythical Calonel R. Blind of the U.S. Armed Forces.

Col. B Blind: The U.S. Armed Farces is an island of egalitarianism in a society plagued with
injustice. The military could teach America a lesson or two abour tolerance!

Informed Individual: Col. Blind, while it is in the military’s best interest to present itself as
instirurionally egalitarian, it is by definition authoritarian and non-democratic. In a sense, when
ane is huddled in a dirch, scared to dearh, and in agonizing pain, race might seem o lose some
of its importance. The military, however, does not produce non-racise individuals. Recent racist
crimes ar Fr. Bragg, including murders, assaulr and swastikas painted on barracks, graphieally
reveal the limits of the military’s tolerance. So do the quotes from soldiers that “poor people do
not work hard enough ar gerting out of poverty,” that “a stable family suffers if a woman works
outside the home,” and thar “homosexuals are perverts.”

Caol. B Blind: But race doesn't matter anymore. Soldiers are soldiers, first and foremost.

Informed Individual: Frankly, even a cursary glance at recent and past military actions proves
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Revolctionary
Reviews

By Nieole Cruglioses and fen Ritrema
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Bells and Cells #1- This is the result of ex-
tensive consciousness raising (a form of dis-
cussion then analysis based on peaple’s own
experiences) on the public educarion system,
As the name implies, the {mostly) high
school students that produced this zine have
concluded char schoal is a racise, sexist place
and basically a prison for young people.
There are many articles to back up these
claims. Bur the writers are not just griping—
they're doing something abour ir!

Read this zine and find our all abour the
Gainesville “Freedom School.” (Send $1 o
GFS, oo Civic Media Center, 1021 W Uni-
versity Ave., Gainesville, FL 32601)
Burning Down the Neighborhood #I-
Major focus on the overt class war {com-
monly known as the Olympics) waged
on the poor people of Atlanta, Also, info
for the anarchist in you. (Send §1 to
Tanith, PO Box 80967, Chamblee, GA
30366)



Queers in the Military Under
“Don’t Ask., Don't Tell”

by Sarah Divks

Four years ago, the national debate over gays and lesbians in the military was cur off by
President Clinton’s “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell (DADT)" policy, which was offered up as a
kinder, gentler policy. In reality, DADT rakes homophobia to a new level of hypoerisy by
allowing the military to hide its hatred of gays behind vague language and subterfuge. To
the military, gays and leshians are still “perverts” and “sickos,” and crimes against them
cantinue as furiously as ever,

Under DAIYT, all so-called homosexual conduct is prounds for discharge, from holding hands
or |'L||ggi ng to r;u.dd]jng and k.[ssing.‘['htn: is no distinction between 5pncd1 and conduct: ta the
military, saying you are gay indicates that you have gay sex, and therefore can get you kicked
out. You can be court-martialed for sodomy (oral or anal sex) even if it is consensual, done in
private, off base, and on your own time. Any mix n' match combination of “evidence"—pos-
sessing gay paraphernalia, going to a gay bar, or attending a gay parade—can initiate investiga-
tion and discharge proceedings.

There has been no attempe wharsoever on the part of the military to insticute fairness into
poliey interpretation, and lesbians and gays live in constant fear of being discovered. Witch-
hunes continue; a recent witch-hunt in Okinawa ended in the interrogation of 21 service mem-
bes and the seizure of personal diaries, papers, and compurers in an effort to expel homosexu-
als, Gay service members live with constant humiliation; abuses from name-calling to death
theears go unchallenged by those in command. Even if the military pur every effort into ensur-
ing that DADT was justly and uniformly implemented, no good could ever come our of a
policy thar forces gays and lesbians back into the closet, thar ar its best, denies the value and
contributions of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people not only in the milirary, but in
the rest of sociery as well.

Military to Women: Don't Even Think It

By their very presence in the military, women threaren to overturn tradirional male-fernale,
dominant-submissive American culture. Any challenge to the military’s self-appointed role as
the be-all, end-all ideal of masculinicy (brural, macho, and ever in conrrol) is met with increas-
ing violence. The military’s current method of dealing with such threars is to creare an environ-
ment both intolerable for and hazardous to women. Rape is the fastest growing crime in the
milirary, and both the military’s rape and sexual harassment rares are rwice thar of the civilian
population. DADT has provided just one more way for the military to keep women from
protesting the rreatment they receive and to keep them in their place {read: under the feet and
fists of men}; women in the milicary are told that if they refuse to have sex with male service
members, they will be accused of lesbianism, and dealt with accordingly. DADT is used to
retaliate against women whe report erimes of violence against them, Women whe report sexual
assault or rape are often immediarely investigated for homosexual conduct. Too many men
think, “Who but a LESBIAN would refuse sex with me?” After Shannon Emery, a young
private stationed in Korea, reported being sexually assaulted by several drunken men in her
command, she was accused of homosexuality and court-martialed while her arcackers were not
charged. Her commander rold her thar unless she identified 10-15 other lesbians in her com.-
mand, she would spend 10 years in prison. Because women must deal with the deeply en-
erenched sexism of the military, they are investigated under the DADT nearly three times as
often as men.

this statement to be untrue, The milivary sees color all too well, The military rigorously
targets low-income youth and people of color, promising indispensable life skills and economie
berterment and selling itself as the poor African-American or Latinos only hope for social
advancement. In times of enlistment shortage, the army preys on the economic hardship of its
minority populations. In che 1970s, 25% of all African-American men who turned eighteen
years old entered the armed forces! When a recent study showed a slight decrease in the percent-
age of young African-Americans who would consider a military career, your recruiting com-
mand went ballistic, commissioning studies and special ad campaigns to ensure recruitment of
peaple of color to feed the war machine.

Col. R. Blind: But people of color, once in the milirtary, receive valuable skills.

Informed Individual: Valuable for the mili-
tary, perhaps, but driving M1 tanks and scrub-
bing cooling units have NO significanr labor If Yﬂll'rl Black,
market applications. Vererans tend to earn less Latino, HAsian,
than non-veterans, and one-third of all home- i
less individuals (again, largely people of color) ok ricaa In dllﬂ.
are vers. In faet, the milicary’s own studies have
shown that amy civilian job training program
they could find — community colleges, ap-
prenticeships — led to better camings and in-
comes for its trainees than did military tmining.

Col. R. Blind: Ah, but the military ieself
offers grear opportunities for people of color.

Informed Individual: Look more closely,
sir: overall, minority soldiers do not rise o
officer level as quickly or as frequently as their
whire peers. Whart you do guarantee your sol-
diers, of all races, is the chance o kill and be
killed. For soldiers of color who currently male
up 30% of the military, you provide the
“opportunity”"to constitute 30% of the Fatalities of future wars. The simple face is thar the more
minority soldiers you have in the armed forees, the more minarity casualties you have — espe-
cially when people of colar are clustered in the lowest ranks. Twenry per cent of those killed in
Viernam were African-American, despite the fact that African-Americans of thar era comprised
only 11% of the U5, population. Nicolas Von Hoffman argued in 1982 that “History reaches
us mercenary soldiers are highly reliable,” and concluded thar “Wars should be fought by people
who need the wark.” You seem to have internalized this twisted and anri-democraric reasoning,

In ruth, the furure of one of today's potential low-economic echelon soldiers of color (whom we'll call
Chris) looks something like this First, due 1o cutback-caused high acceprance sandards, Chris might
never get to basic training, having been rejecred ourright. IFChris is "ludky™ enough to successfully run the
meritocratic rat race, s/he will learm skills with no real word applicability, experience racial harssment, do
his'her time, and be discharged now WORSE off in roday’s job madet than if sthe had never enlised.
Chris will either end up homeless, find a low-paying job, or da what thousands of adher hopeless and
unemployed discharped people of color have done—reenlist. Perhaps if Chis is very ludky, she will lead
a glorious military career, rise through the ranks, and become the ingrumen: of ereausion for a rcis
nation. Then again, Chris might simply gec an eight inch-long piece of shrapnel lodged in histher slull

Uncle Sam
wants you
to do the dirty work
in Today's Army



and die screaming in a foreign land. Any way you slice it, Chris and most other people of color whom
you ensnare are doomed from the outser.

Col. R. Blind: Well.. I never. ] mean, whar abour Colin Powell?

Informed Individual: What about your self made Aftican-American culoural £ military hero? [ must
admit thar I'm not impressed. [Fanything, I'm saddened and a bit disgusted. Powell was a person of color
whao led a miliary force, 50 % of whose front-line troops were people of colos, into a foreign nation w
busrn, crush, and oblicerare 150,000 other people of eolor. Irmgi children are sill dying by the thousands
for lack of water and proper medical supplies. All this so that a dique of predominanty white capitalistic
nec-imperialises could prosper. If Colin Powell is “all that we can be,” the military seems like a sad ber at
best.

Col. R. Blind: [ don't see howe.

Informed Individual: You donf see because, in wuch, you are Col. R. Blind, my friend. Whars more,
youwould Cal, R, Blind and midead thousands of young Asian-Americans, African-Americans, Narive-
Americans, and people of Lating descent into selling their youth and lives away. The ULS. Military is not
a carcer choice. The ULS, Milizary is the last refuge of the socially-coerced minority mercenary; nothing
more than a nationalistic institution of ideological indocrrination, moral and ethical deprivarion, and,
ultimarely, Col. K. Blindness, Berhaps someday people of all colors will shake off your thetoric, lift off the
veil of lies, and fnally see the true coloes of the armed forces. In thar moment, all of your falee promises,
all of your “color Col. R Blind” myths, and all of your illusions will be dispelled. Uil then, informed
individuals, those who yearn for peace and embrace life, those who love inclusively and care deeply, will
struggrle against vou in the name of wlerance, justice, and equaliry. Unril then, in an atrempr to culy
transform “race relations” into “human relations,” informed individuals will fight against Col. R. Blind-

ness in the name of tuth,

KRKREE KRR

AN ANIMAL LIBERATIONIST CASE FOR PEACE
&y fom Sehledeien

As with most humyn crimes against them-
selves and this planer, other-than-humyn ani-
rnals can be found somewhere in the process
of destruction. They are victimized both in the
development of technology for destruction and
in the final cutcome. War being such a preva-
lent issue ar all imes in our lives, it would be
anthropocentric (centering one’s views on
humyns) and, henee, insensitive o assume thar
we are the only creatures affected by it.

Through the ages, animals have been trained
and used as weapons. The early European in-
vaders trained mastiffs and grevhounds to at-
rack the First Nation's people. In WWT, horses
were forced to pull guns, and eight million
horsss died as cannon fodder, During WL,

dogs were trained by the Russian army ro carry
explosives while ranning toward enemy ranks,
blowing up both the tank and themselves.
{MNote: ar the outser of WWIIL, 400,000 cars
and dogs were casualties in London alone.)

In the Vietnam War, dolphins were used in
the Swimmer Nullificarion System. In other
words, bayoners designed to inflare life rafis
were positioned on a dolphin's snour, the dol-
phin would swim up to and jab the Vietnam-
ese frog men, and a burse of air would be sent
into the swimmer's body cavity, sending their
insides out their mouth and ass. It is said chat
the dolphins were given an addiction to heroin
in order o keep them coming back to do more
worl. As of 1980, the Swiss army was using

[ Ko [ Won't Figer . . . Bur How Do I Prove 12

You've looked at the options and decided thar you do, in fact want to register. But you know
that, in the unlikely bur still possible event of a draft, you would never fight in a war. Perhaps
you're a woman, and want to register your protest of the enrire system. Is there any way you
can tell Selective Service that you're a conscientious objector (CO)?

CCCO receives calls asking this question regularly. The answer is a definite yer and no. Even
though the registration card has no official space for it, you can still pur yourself on record as
a CO. Write on the bortom of the registration card, I am a conscientious objecror. Photocopy
the actual card a few times; place one of the

copies in a sealed envelope before mailing

the card to Selecrive Service; then mail the e ;

copy to yourself on the same day that you Thelnp:ldﬁﬁn;’mq iE R coecien;
register. Don't open ic! Since the acrual card ;;::s:;’;ﬁ;ﬁtzi Eﬁ:l;f::;'

is destroyed after processing, your sealed, Sairt o Wilioee Boliits Bitoud o

postmarked envelope is the only existing religiass, moralor ethical belief,
7 or ethic 5y

:i::rd of your notice to the Selective Ser- TR hE e e r e it

Of course, if you had to prove a CO claim believe in God; nor do you have to

m A6k bl o need ke bt 4 oppose using violence in personal
AoErEaia = i ol i R e T self-defense. However, under cur-

time to prepare your claim. Some young men, e I"B’idfﬁn? i ﬂmﬂﬂﬁi
when they register, will collect | POSe PO HETRaL O e e psos
en they register, will collect lerters from vocates are still fighting for legal rec-

weachets, friends, religious leaders and others
who krow of their beliefs. Letters should actest
to the sincerity of your convictions.
However, at CCCO we urge you to go be-
yond eampiling a claim.

ognition of selective objection, your
right to refuse ro fight in specific wars.

FieuTinG Economc CoNsCRIPTION

For these of us whe declare ourselves conscientious objecrors, whether or not we're at risk of
being drafted, the real challenge is to end alf conscription — especially the “paverty draft."
Today’s military spends nearly §2 billion a year targeting high-achieving low-income youth
with commercials, personal visits and brochures, and mobile recruiting (see p. 3), to convince
them that the military’s their best oprion — perhaps their only one.

CCCO works against the poverty draft in two ways. We work to counter the recruiters’ lies
and get the word our to young people before they sign up. As co-sponsors of the G.1. Righrs
Hotline (1-800-FYI-95GI}, we're there for those who, after entering the military, realize their
mistake but don't know where to wen. That includes young people who sign up for the
Delayed Entry Program (DEP) and haven't yet gone in — spread the word thar it's not only
possible to get our of the DEE it's easy!

For more information on your options, or to get involved, contact CCCO ar 1-800-NO-JROTC!



(Qurstions AND ANSwERs
Apovr Drarr RrGisTRATION

The phrase "the draft” conjures up images from the Vietnam War: weekly body counts, young
men making agonized decisions. More than 20 years later, no one is acrually being drafted.
Bur young people still have important decisions to make.

I'm TURNTNG 18.

WHAT DO 1 HAVE TO DO?

If you're male and a U.5. resident, whether or not you're a citizen, you're required to register
with the Selecrive Service System within thirty days of your 18th birchday. On the registra-
tion form, available at your local post office, you'll be asked for your name, gender, social
security number, date of birth, temporary and permanent addresses, phone numbers, and
signature. You won? be asked if you're a conscientious objector: you'd have to tell them that
yourself (see below for how).

[s & DRAFT LIKELY?

In a word, no.

By targering low-income youth with a high-pressure sales pitch and inflated promises, the
military has kepr up its supply of ground troops. And the Pentagon now relies heavily on the
Reserve and Marional Guard, mobilizing such units in every deployment. The Selective Ser-
vice, on the other hand, is set up for the sort of massive long-term war thar hasn't happened
since Vietnam — and even then the Pentagon doesn’t expect to propose a new draft.

WiaT 1F [ CHOOSE NOT TO REGISTER?

You have no intention of ever being part of the military; you've ignored the recruiters, despite
repeated phone calls and subte pressure from school guidance counselors. Why, you may ask,
should you put your name in line for a future, massive military action? One reason, of coutse,
is thar it's the law.

You're violating the Loy, although you're nor likely to be prosecuted.

Failure to register is a federal offense: if prosecuted and convicted, you could face up 1o five
years' imprisonment and a $230,000 fine. If you refuse to register with Selective Service,
you'll receive threatening lerrers, ar first politely reminding you to register, finally informing
you that your name has been turned over to the Department of Justice for possible prosecu-
tion. These sound scary, bur they're mostly bluff. No one has acrually been formally charged
since 1986.

In the early 1980s, 21 young men were indicred for refusal to register: 19 of those 21 were
public resisters. Wherever there were trials, the rates of registration actually went down. This
resistance helped halr prosecurions.

You become ineligible for federal aid.

If you den't register, you become ineligible for federal student aid, federal job training or civil
service employment (anywhere from the Post Office to the Park Service). In some states you
can't ger stare aid or even, as in Colorado, arend stare colleges. (Call CCCO for information
on your state’s policies.) However, many states do offer state aid regardless of registration
status. Some college financial aid officers will help you seek alternative aid; a handful of
schools have a special fund for such cases. And as a resister, you're eligible for FEAT, the Fund
for Educarion and Training — a special scholarship designed for those who resist registration.

pigeons as message carriers,

The list of animals used in the war machine
goes on, Elephants for heavy lifting, goats and
mules as carriers {mules were de-voiced in
Southeast Asia so they wouldn't betray their
presence to enemies), seals for submarine hune-
ing, and kdller whales to track torpedoes. Many
other animals have been slaughtered en masse
simply out of soldiers’ fears that an animal
trained by the enemy may be present.

Bur the exploitation of animals does not end
with their use and abuse in the field. They are
most often, especially today; used in experimen-
tation for war technology. In 1946, the mili-
tary used 4,000 sheep, goats, and other ani-
mals in a South Pacific atomic blast. In a boat
nicknamed “"the Aromic Ark,” the animals were
killed or severely burned after the blast was
detonared above the boar. Since 1951, the In-
halarion Toxicology Re-
search Institute has re-
ceived over “$300 mil-
lion for experiments
that forced animals o
inhale radicactive par-
ticles in a search for
guidelines on human
exposure risks.” Ani-
mals included in these
experiments were dogs,
guinea pigs, rats, and
primates. In 1987, at
the Naval Medical Insd-
tute i Maryland, raed
backs were shaved, cov-
ered in ethanol, then “flamed” for 10 seconds,

Further examples of military experimenta-
tion: In a study thar concluded thar rmdiation
affects the gallbladder, 17 beagles were exposed
to total-body irradiation, studied for 1-7 days,
then killed. “To evaluate the effect of rempera-
ture on the transmission of the Dengue 2 virus
{2 mosquito-transmirted disease that causes fe-
ver, muscle pain, and rash), experiments con-
ducted by the U.5. Army at Fr. Detrick, MD,
involved shaving the sromachs of adult rhesus
monkeys, then attaching cartons of mosqui-
taes to their bodies to allow the mosquitoes w
feed.” Ar Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 30 cars
were immobilized in canvas bags “with only

their heads protruding” and exposed to 50
rounds of boud blasts of noise from a howitzer
placed 29-115 feet away and “fired as rapidly
as the crew could serve the weapon,” then tested
for hearing loss, which in some was %o large as
to be unmeasurable” and killed.

These are just a few examples of the rormure
anirnals are being subjecred to in the name of
national (in)securiry and global domination.
These are just a few examples of how, in this
whaole society, other-than-humyn animals are
treated as property instead of auronomous, sen-
tient beings deserving of digniry. (Yer even
humym supremacists would agree thar milivary
vivisection [experimentation on living animals]
is unacceprable—the wsual justificarion for vivi-
section being that the purpose is 1o help people,
one goal military viviseetion cannot logically
be said to have in mind!)

THE FIGHT AGAINST THE
WAR MACHINE IS NOT ONLY A
FIGHT FOR HUMYN
LIBERATION, IT IS A FIGHT

FOR ANIMAL LIBERATION.

For more info, pleace contact:

*People Acting for Animal Liberation,
15-222 Osbome 5. &
Winnipeg, Manitoba, MB R3L1Z3,
[204) 433-9052, fa: (204) 942-5%41

* Peopls for the Ethical Treatment of

Animals (PETA)
501 Front Streer, Norfolk, VA, 23510
(757) 622-PETA



The Military—
Furthering the Struggle for Womyn's Equality?

frp Snstitie Raymond

A Short History of Womyn's Induction and Roles in the U5, Military

The military, which could easily be considered the most sexist, violent, and male-domi-
nated institution in this society, only catalyzes the srruggle for womyn's equality through
harassment and humiliation on a day-to-day basis.

In 1903, the Army Nurse Corps was established and, for the next 30 years, womyn were al-
lowed to service the military as nurses. {The reality is that womyn have served in a variety of
military capacities, albeir unofficially, since the revolutionary war.} During WWII, in order to fres
up men for combar positions, Roosevele created the Women's Army Corps. WA.C. claimed 1o
give womyn the abilicy to gain rank and “benefit” equal o those of male personnel. However,
womyn were still not allowed in aceual combat (and it is virmally impossible for any person who is
nat in a combar position ro be promated to a top level command paost),

Today, womyn are siill generally barred from combart positions and primarily perform
communication funcrions, such as clerical work and administration. Ir's not incidental that
these positions are also the lowest-skilled and lowest-paying jobs in the forces.

Sexual Harassment in the Military

When surveyed by the Pentagon, 78% of womyn in the ULS. military stared thar they had
came into contact with sexual harassment in their day-to-day lives. One-third of those womyn
had either been “touched or cornered” or our-and-our assaulted.

A MNavy hospiral corps member is denied promotion because she didn't grane "sexual fa-
vors." A Coast Guard petty officer is threatened with a screwdriver by men who've pressed
her for oral sex. Two SEAL trainees are held for the rape and murder of a Georgia college
student. Four Marines are charged in the rape of a fernale sailor while deployed to leeland. Ax

EaE

" Annapolis, one midshipman twice raped a high school girl and her sister, while another was

accused of assaulting fowr female caders. And ar the Air Force Academy, a female cadetina
mock prisoner of war camp was chained to a urinal, sexually humiliated, and beaten uncon-
scious three times. These are among the few cases that made it all the way to court-marrial or
legal action; at least half of such incidents aren't even reported.

There are many valid reasons why womyn would choose not to report such incidents,
Many fear no action will be taken; many know no action will be taken (for example, if the
commander, who the report must be filed with, is the harasser), Womyn fear that they will be
investigated and branded rroublemakers or lesbians.

Despite palitical statements condemning sexual harassment, the military practices a policy of
victim-blaming, A perfect example of this is that after 2 womyn sued for damages stemming from
an on-base rape, the military paid her, gave her a bathrobe, and told her thar rape is “incidental to
the military service.” The Navy's investigations of the 1991 Tailhook scandal, in which 21 womyn
were assaulted by drunken aviators, generated a 2,000 page report and some reassignment of
officers—bur no charges. Since this incident, many Navy womyn say that the atmosphere has
worsened.

The military is a world in which womyn have never been welcome, where harassment is
treated as nothing more or less than accepted workaday attitudes, where womyn are seen only
as objecrs, The military has, to say the least, failed o challenge deeply-ingrained patrerns of
sexism and sexual harassment, even in the face of recent scandals. But how can we honestly
expect the military, an institution designed o kill, disable and maim human beings, and
dismantle whole communities, to be a safe place for womyn? Such aspirations will not get us
far. Whar paradox to request liberation from the insticution that wrote the book on patriar-
chy! If we really want to help womyn around the world, including the thousands of civilian
womnyn in other countries who are raped s a common feature of war, we will dismantle THE
MILITARY.




